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good fort, always well provisioned, and well sup-
plied with arms for its defense and for successfully
combating the savages in Case of necessity,— where
Those who would have charge of the Trade would on
Such occasions occupy the position of Commandants,
while the others would take the place of the garrisons.

Such, monseigneur, is What we Consider the best
that can be done for our missions, and the best
that can be done in the Interest of the Company —
which, by That means, would be sure to obtain
exclusive possession of all the Beaver-skins. For
there would no longer be zither Commandants or
garrisons — who, in spite of all the precautions that
may be taken, nevertheless succeed in obtaining a
considerable portion of the peltries, by an Infinite
number of hidden ways and by secret intelligence
with the savages. The Company would also be
2ssured thereby that, as the 25 Permits would no
longer be Available, the goods would not be wasted
in a thousand unnecessary expenses by all the Liber-
tines among a Dissolute youth. It is your duty to
consider, after That, in the presence of God and in
the very depths of your Conscience, What you should
represent to the Court as the most expedient and
the most necessary measures,—I Mean not only for
the Good of our Missions and of Religion, or only
for the Good of the Trade, but for the welfare of
both. I desire the good of both religion and the
Trade, which you are obliged to keep in accord one
with the other, without Ever separating one from
the other,—so that Trade may Never interfere with
Religion, which must ever be the foremost and most
essential of all our Interests.

As Regards the detroit Establishment, I have
nothing to tell you about it of my own knowledge;



